
 

 

 

 
Right now, someone’s beloved pet is in danger— 

at the mercy of a domestic abuser who’ll do anything  
to exert control over his human victims. 

 
Right now, a woman and her child are too afraid to escape— 

too afraid of what will happen to them, and their pet, if they flee. 
 

 
September 2009 

 
Dear Friend: 
 

Did you know that the worse the economy gets, the more likely women, children, and pets 
are to suffer at the hands of domestic abusers? 
 

It’s true.  What begins as anger or frustration over money, job losses, and other financial 
stresses often escalates into domestic violence.  And, statistics show that up to 71 percent of 
all domestic abusers will injure or kill their family’s pet. 
 

It’s an alarming number, isn’t it? 
 

What’s worse, it’s happening all over Georgia right now.  I know because I work at Project 
SAFE in Athens, a nonprofit safe house and advocacy center for domestic abuse victims.  I’ve 
seen firsthand the devastating effects a down economy can have on victims of domestic 
violence.    It’s terrifying.  It’s painful.  And it’s real.  

 
But it’s also preventable. 

 

Where There’s Hope, There’s An Answer 
 

And that’s why I’m writing to you today. 
 

I want to let you know about an organization that I hold near and dear to my heart.  It’s one 
of the most amazing organizations I’ve ever known.  And it’s run by some of the most dedicated, 
heartfelt people I’ve ever met.  It’s an organization that bends over backwards to help others in 
need.  It’s an organization that goes out of its way to help us at Project SAFE with only a moment’s 
notice. And it’s Georgia’s only organization that’s dedicated solely to protecting the lives of 
both human and animal victims of domestic abuse.   

 
The organization is called Ahimsa House. 
 
Ahimsa House offers a lifeline to victims of domestic abuse by providing free shelter and 

care to the victims’ beloved pets while the victims start their lives over.   (Over, please.) 



 

 

 
Did you know that up to 50% of domestic abuse victims are too afraid to leave their 

violent households because they fear for the lives of their pets?  With good reason, too: 
statistics show that many abusers go after the family pet when their victims try to flee.   

 
Ahimsa House alleviates victims’ fears by giving their pets a temporary home, food, and 

medical care until they’re ready to be reunited with their families.  Because of Ahimsa House, 
countless victims who’ve walked through the shelter doors at Project SAFE did so with the peace 
of mind that their pets were out of harm’s way—for good. 

 
But now, Ahimsa House needs your help.  Since the organization is nearly 100% 

volunteer-based, it relies on donations from generous, compassionate, heartfelt people like you to 
help keep its mission alive.  To give the human and animal victims of domestic violence a second 
chance.  And to protect the loyal, loving, furry little companions we call our pets� when no one 
else will.  
 

You Can Make A Difference Right Now 
 

Think about it: One small donation of just $29 can place an animal in an emergency 
shelter—and out of harm’s way—for one day.  A contribution of $100 gives that animal a complete 
medical exam and vaccinations.  A gift of $200 provides food, bedding, toys, and medicine.  And 
$400 can sponsor a pet in need for a month. 

 
Imagine what a difference you can make in the lives of others simply by giving a gift to 

Ahimsa House!  You can help families escape domestic violence situations without 
sacrificing the lives of their dearly loved pets.  You can help give them a fresh, safe start.   
 

So, won’t you please take a moment right now to make a tax-deductible gift to Ahimsa 
House?  All you have to do is mail a check in the enclosed envelope.  Or, visit 
www.ahimsahouse.org and pay by credit card online.  It’s really that simple. 
 

Please don’t delay!  The human and animal victims of domestic abuse need the lifeline 
that Ahimsa House gives them now more than ever.  They need your help!  Your generous 
contribution right now can change their lives for the better—forever. 
 
        Sincerely, 

        Carol Ann  
        Carol Ann Adams 
        Associate Director, Project SAFE 
 
P.S.  Because of your continued support for Ahimsa House, countless kittens, puppies, cats, 
dogs, birds, bunnies, and other pets in households affected by domestic violence won’t 
have to suffer anymore.  Just one donation can ensure their safety—and the safety of their 
human owners.  Just one donation can give them the gift of life.  I hope that you can find it in your 
heart to make a contribution.   


