
 

 

 

 
If I didn’t find a way out—and fast—my beloved cat, Maddox, never would 

have lived to see tomorrow.  There’s no doubt in my mind that my husband 
would have killed him�. 

 

May 2009 

 

Dear Friend: 

 

Do you remember that special bond you shared with your very first 

pet?  That feeling of unconditional love and loyalty?  That sense of 

lifelong companionship and best friendship? 

 

Well, I do.  My first and only cat, Maddox, was so much more than 

just a pet.  He was my baby.  My confidante.  My best friend.  Maddox 

was the one family member in my home who loved me unconditionally.  

Who would never, ever hurt me.  And who meant more to me than anything 

in this world. 

 

Abusers Target Animals, Too 
 

Unfortunately, my husband at the time——the man who punched me, 

choked me, spit on me, and tried to kill me with his bare hands——knew 

this.  And he realized that by destroying the things in my life that I 

loved most, he could destroy me, too. 

 

I knew it wouldn’t be long before my husband went after Maddox.  

After all, statistics show that up to 71% of domestic abusers 

threaten, injure, or kill their family pets.  I had to get Maddox out 

of there.  And fast.  Before it was too late.   

 

Escaping Isn’t Always So Easy 
  

The sad truth is, abusers often harm or kill the family pet when 

their victims try to escape.  Or, they threaten to take the animal’s 

life as a way of coercing their victims into returning.  That’s why 

half of all victims never leave in the first place; they’re simply too 

afraid of putting their pets’ lives in danger. 

 

I was afraid, too.  But I was one of the lucky ones.  A friend of 

mine took Maddox in and kept him safe while I figured out a way to 

break free from my abusive husband’s chokehold.   

 

Most battered women and their pets aren’t so lucky.  Most will 

continue to suffer abuse.  Some will even die at the hands of their 

abuser. 

(over, please) 



 

 

 
 
 
With Your Help, There Is Hope                     

 

But there is hope.  Because of your continued support, there is a 

place where victims can turn for help. 

 

Ahimsa House is Georgia’s only organization that’s devoted solely 

to saving the lives of both the human and animal victims of domestic 

abuse.  Ahimsa House helps women and pets——just like Maddox and me——

escape their violent homes and start their lives over.  Safely.  

 

In addition to its 24-hour toll-free crisis hotline, Ahimsa House 

provides food, medical care, and shelter for the animals through its 

network of confidential boarding facilities and volunteer foster 

homes.  These are truly life-saving services!   

 

They Need Our Continued Support 
 

 Look, I understand that the economy is in bad shape.  I realize 

that money is a major concern.  Believe me; I’m feeling the pinch, 

too!  We’re all in this together! 

 

But we can’t just turn our backs on the human and animal victims 

of domestic abuse.  Imagine the added obstacles that a battered woman 

might face if she just lost her job——her only source of income?  How 

would she be able to afford a place to board her pet?  What if her pet 

was injured by the abuser?  How would she be able to pay for its 

medical expenses?  The truth is, she wouldn’t. 

 

One Small Act of Kindness Can Change the World 
 

So, won’t you please take a moment right now, while you’re 

reading this letter, to give a tax-deductible gift to Ahimsa House? 

 

All you have to do is mail your check in the enclosed envelope. 

Or, if you prefer, just log onto www.ahimsahouse.org, click on the 

“Donate Now” button, and make your contribution by credit card. 

 

Please don’t delay!  The human and animal victims of domestic 

violence need your help now more than ever before.  With your generous 

contribution, I guarantee that you’ll be making a lasting difference 

in the lives of real women and real pets——just like Maddox and me.   

 

        Sincerely, 

        Karen Ford 
        Karen Ford 

       

P.S. Remember, pets aren’t just animals.  They’re family members.  

They love us unconditionally.  And, just like you and me, they deserve 

to live happy lives, free of violence and abuse.  Your support can 

make that possible. 


