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“Landscapes in Light and Shadow”  

Artist Statement by Chris Lawery 

 

Light and shadow are the lifeblood of the photographer.  Without them, there would be no 

images immortalized by the camera, no scenes frozen in time, no pictorial stories to tell.   

 

In “Landscapes in Light and Shadow,” I underscore the importance of light and shadow through 

exaggeration; that is, darker shadows, lighter lights, lighter shadows, darker lights, and 

unexpected combinations of all of the above.  In doing so, I take what would otherwise be 

considered common scenes and present them to the viewer in a whole new “light.”  The intent is 

to evoke within the viewer a renewed sense of beauty and appreciation for the monotony of 

everyday life. 

 

One of the primary ways that I accomplished this goal was through the use of infrared 

photography.  Infrared photography captures radiation, or light, in wavelengths that are invisible 

to the naked eye, creating peculiar—often spectacular—scenes out of the ordinary.  Foliage, for 

example, may appear snow white and ethereal; sunny skies may appear dark or even black; 

objects obstructed by haze may suddenly become visible.  In effect, infrared photography has 

the ability to instantly transport a viewer from the familiar to the unfamiliar.  Of course, not all of 

the photographs in this collection are infrared; some are simply untouched black-and-whites that 

developed with naturally stark contrasts between light and shadow. 

 

“Landscapes in Light and Shadow” is a piecemeal collection; I took these photographs 

sporadically over a period of about ten years, mainly during times of travel and sometimes with 

nothing more than a handheld point-and-shoot camera.  Consequently, some of the images I 

captured are what I like to call “happy mistakes”—that is, spur-of-the-moment photographs 

taken with little to no preparation, but with surprisingly extraordinary results.  The type of 

photograph varies, too: some are digital, while others are film.   
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On a side note, when I first began taking the photographs that you now see in this collection, my 

intent was not to accrue a thematic anthology.  Rather, I merely wanted to unleash my artistic 

muse and capture scenes to which I felt particularly drawn.  Paradoxically, then, the 

amalgamation of this series is both arbitrary and calculated: only upon viewing all of the 

photographs at once did I realize that they are all connected by the common thread of light and 

shadow.   

 

--C.L. 

 


